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We’re Thankful for
Your Membership
Chris Dillard, President and CEO

“F

eeling gratitude and not expressing it is like
wrapping a present and not giving it.”
In the spirit of this quote by author William Arthur
Ward, I’d like to take this opportunity to express my
gratitude for your membership in our electric cooperative.
Because of your connection to Jefferson Energy
Cooperative, we can make our community a better place.
I generally use this space to provide updates on
new projects and developments, and report
on the progress of ongoing initiatives. We
share these updates so that all of our
Members have a window into our
priorities, progress and challenges.
However, during this season of
giving thanks, I think it’s equally
important to let you and other
Members of Jefferson Energy know
just what an impact you have on our
co-op and the greater community,
likely in ways you may not even
realize (10041811-001).
As part of the cooperative business
model, one of our core principles is Concern
for Community. While our priority is always to
provide safe, reliable and affordable energy, we view our
role in the community as a catalyst for good.
We are purposeful in partnering with local groups
like Golden Harvest Food Bank, Burn Foundation
and University Health Care System, as well as several
community-driven causes that impact and support our
Members.
We work closely with our local schools to provide
safety demonstrations, and award college scholarships and
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educator grants, but Jefferson Energy also participates in
an annual youth tour in which we take our community’s
brightest young people to Washington, D.C., for a
weeklong immersion to experience democracy in action.
The trip is inspirational for many students, and we are
both humbled and honored to be a part of this leadership
development journey. Ultimately, the larger community
benefits from these programs because of you! You
empower the co-op through your membership
and participation in and support of these
programs.
When you attend co-op events,
alert us to problems and provide
suggestions online or to our
employees, you help us improve
operations and therefore better serve
the larger co-op membership.
On a more personal note, we
appreciate the countless acts of
kindness our lineworkers and other
employees receive when they are
working in severe weather and dangerous
conditions. Our employees are thankful for
your patience and consideration when we are
trying to restore power during challenging situations and
prolonged periods.
Jefferson Energy was originally established 84
years ago to bring electricity to our area when no one
else would. The cooperative is a reflection of our local
community and its evolving needs. Together, let’s
continue making our corner of the world a better place.
We can’t do it without you, and for that, we’re thankful
for your membership.

www.jec.coop
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Don’t Let Turkey Day Gobble Up Electricity
O

ur use of electricity soars on
Thanksgiving Day while the oven,
stove, refrigerator and even our heating
system are put in overdrive as we spend
extra time cooking and inviting family
into our homes.
Don’t spoil the holiday fun worrying
about energy costs. Instead, make an
effort to conserve energy even as you
overuse your appliances, lights and heat.
Here are some tips:
•	If your dining room has an older

with the heat that having extra peochandelier that doesn’t use compact
ple in a house creates—will keep
fluorescent lights (CFLs), dim the
your home warm enough without
brightness by at least 10%. If it doesn’t
cranking up the thermostat, even if
have a dimmer switch, install one.
•	Cook as many dishes at the same time
it’s cold outside (10030620-001).
•	Cook what you can in the microas possible. Put two or three dishes in
wave or crockpot. They use less
the oven together if their recipes call for
energy than the oven.
the same temperature. That way, you
•	Use a dishwasher instead of cleancan turn the oven off sooner.
•	Lower your home’s thermostat before
ing dishes by hand. Dishwashers
use less energy and water than
you put the turkey in the oven. The heat
hand-washing.
that the oven and stovetop emit—along

Our Green Is for Clean (Energy)
Electric Vehicle (EV) Charging Station Now at Diamond Lakes Regional Park

I

n a conscious effort to support our
planet, Members and company
initiative to promote clean energy,
Jefferson Energy is adding more electric vehicle (EV) charging stations in
our service area. The City of Augusta
is currently transitioning 20% of its
nonemergency vehicles to alternative fuel cars. This decision will help
reduce Augusta’s carbon footprint
and increase operational efficiency
for years to come. We have partnered
with the City of Augusta to supply an
EV charging station at Diamond Lakes
Regional Park. This location will serve
the entire community, not just our
Members. As patrons enjoy the park,
they can charge their electric vehicles.
The current price to use the charger is $1 per hour, with a maximum of
$10 per session. All qualifying Jefferson
Energy Members will receive the first
two hours at no charge. This location is
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our second EV charging station installment
and adds to our already established (31794001) charging station at Sweetwater Park in
Thomson, Ga. We’re planning to add more

locations in the future. Follow us on
Facebook and Twitter for real-time
updates on what we’re doing to better
serve you.
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Thankful Thoughts

There’s no time frame on gratitude. Here at Jefferson Energy, we’re thankful each and every day for our family, friends and
Members. In the spirit of this holiday season, we would like to share a few of our thankful thoughts with you.
Martha Scott
Executive Assistant–Executive Services
I’m thankful for God’s mercy, and His unmerited
favor that’s undeserved, yet He freely gives. I’m
grateful for the many blessings of family, and for
a healthy mind and body. I’m thankful for my employer and a career
that makes a positive difference in our community. I’m thankful for
the freedom that we have, and for our military and veterans that
fight or have fought for that freedom.
Elijah McCall
Manager of Operational Services–
Construction
I am thankful to our daughter and the
announcement of her and her husband being
pregnant. She is able to carry her son to full term. The baby is
scheduled to be born the first week of November. This will be our
fourth grandchild and their first child.
Ronald Drayton
Line Technician–Construction
I’m thankful for my many blessings. I have eight
sisters and four brothers. Having a loving family
is a blessing. Having a home to share with my
family is a blessing. Having good health is a blessing. Having all three
makes me thankful, because it is a blessing.
Tori Webber
Corporate Service Clerk–Accounting
I am thankful for having the strongest support
system and being able to work for a company
that sees you as family and not just another
employee. Most of all, I am thankful for every day that God allows me
to wake up and live my life to the fullest.
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Yvette Brock
Member Services Representative–
Member Services
Without hesitation, the top three most important
things in my life are faith, family and health. I am
also most thankful for my job. So many people have lost jobs due to
the COVID-19 pandemic. I am incredibly blessed to have continued
employment through this pandemic. Instead of worrying about what I
cannot control, I shift my energy to maintaining a positive attitude and
compassion for others. As one of my favorite quotes states, “Wherever you
go, no matter what the weather is, always bring your own sunshine.”
Antonio Larry
System Operator–Systems Operation
I am thankful for my family, friends and, most
importantly, my kids. Family and friends are always
there with a listening ear, and my kids are my
motivation to wanting better.
Dolly Coxville
Fleet Clerk–Fleet
I am thankful for our awesome God that forgives us
in this trying world that we live in today. I am also
thankful for family, friends and our JEC family. One of
my favorite quotes is, “There is always something to be thankful for.”
James Noggle
Safety and Loss Control Coordinator–Safety
and Loss Control
I am most thankful for the love and grace of my savior
Jesus Christ, as well as my family and our health. We
contracted COVID-19, but we were not hospitalized. I am thankful for my
ability to return to work and continue to provide for my family, and share
my experiences with my co-workers (10059818-001).

www.jec.coop
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OFFICE HOURS

Coming up ...
Student scholarship and educational
advancement opportunities for our
Jefferson Energy Foundation
Scholarship and Washington Youth
Tour will begin in January 2022.

Happy Veterans Day

All offices: 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Monday through Friday

Thursday, Nov. 11

CHRIS DILLARD
President/CEO

HHH

TAMIKA LAMPKIN
Director of Cooperative Communications

Jefferson Energy Cooperative is

For your convenience, bills can be paid anytime
at the corporate headquarters, or in the
Richmond, Louisville or Thomson offices.

grateful for the men and women who
have served in the U.S. armed forces.

TOLL-FREE SERVICE NUMBER
1-877-533-3377

24-hour Dispatching Daily

Published monthly and mailed to all members
of Jefferson Energy Cooperative.
KEEP INFORMED AND WIN $25
It pays to keep informed about JEC’s business. Read and find
your account number in “CONNECT.” Call our member services
department to claim your award—a $25 credit on your bill.
WITH YOUR CORRECT PHONE NUMBER,
WE CAN GET THE LIGHTS ON FASTER
During large outages, Jefferson Energy Cooperative receives
thousands of calls at once. Having your correct phone number helps
our Outage Call Answering System retrieve your information faster.
Please check the phone number and service address listed on your
electric bill. If they are incorrect, please call 877-JEFFERSON (877533-3377) with the correct information so we can better serve you.
Jefferson Energy Cooperative is an equal
opportunity provider and employer.

20D

Georgia Magazine

November 2021

Offices Closed
for Thanksgiving
In observance of the Thanksgiving
holidays, Jefferson Energy offices will
be closed Thursday, Nov. 25, and Friday,
Nov. 26. If there is an outage, please call
1-877-JEFFERSON (877-533-3377).
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