
COVID-19 pandemic, McCorkle Nurseries weathered many 
challenges. The family business was able to safely employ 250 
workers throughout what might have been the toughest year 
for our nation in the last decade. Chris says that overcoming 
the hurdle is part of the joy his family feels as they continue to 
deliver quality products and work.

When asked what TV family Chris believes his family  
resonates with most, he answered “The Waltons.” The show 
shares the story of a post-World War II family who worked 
together through hard times, made an honest living and hon-
ored God in all that they do. The on-screen family is based on a 
real-life event and shows how a family can survive by sticking 
together, a true testament to the longevity and persistence of the 
McCorkle family in the community.

“It’s all about embracing our values and living them out each 
day,” adds Chris.

With eight decades of honest, fruitful, community-driven 
success, Jefferson Energy Cooperative is proud to power such a 
great company. To learn more about the family business and 
offered products (10066628-001), please visit their website at 
www.mccorklenurseries.com.
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McCorkle Nurseries–A Growing Legacy
cCorkle Nurseries, founded in 1942, has remained a staple 

in the local community, home, commercial and agricul-
tural industries. Nearly 80 years later, their motto, “Quality First, 
Service Always,” remains an honored goal throughout the  
company.

Chris McCorkle, Vice President of Operations, explains the 
importance of their motto: “We, as a company and family, make 
every effort to respect and honor God—and our motto—in every-
thing we do, from how we treat our employees and grow our 
plants to how we provide products to our customers.”

After World War II, C.S. and Avice McCorkle sought to open a 
family business. They created a one-stop shop that offered quality 
plants at fair prices. The company grew, and by 1977, McCorkle 
Nurseries covered 5 acres of land.

Chris describes his family’s success in one word, blessed. 
“Our family has certainly been blessed to sustain the values of 
our founder, to be in business for nearly 80 years, and to be able 
to bless the families that work for us and the community that  
surrounds us.”

He says the company is proud of the achievements made 
over the decades (89417-001), including its expansion to more 
than 820 acres, with 440 of that currently in production.

Like most businesses that continued operations during the 

M

Pictured here is the McCorkle family (l-r): Ben McCorkle, Donald E. 
“Skeetter” McCorkle Jr., Don McCorkle Sr., Beverly McCorkle-Welch, 
Jack McCorkle and Chris McCorkle.
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Walter Harrison Scholarship: Apply Today
he cost of attending a public college is continually increasing. 
Private colleges take an even more significant chunk out of a 

student’s or family’s budget.
Keeping in mind those sobering statistics, and to provide a 

measure of relief for those seeking a college education, Jefferson 
Energy encourages students to submit applications for the  
Walter Harrison Scholarship, a program sponsored by Georgia’s 
41 electric cooperatives.

The $1,000 scholarship can be applied to academic expenses 
at any accredited two- or four-year university, college or 
vocational-technical institute in Georgia. Factors used for con-
sideration include grade point average, SAT scores, academic 
standing, scholastic honors and financial need.

 A scholarship committee, composed of EMC directors and 
managers, selects students who excel in these areas and struggle 
with college expenses.

Students who apply for the scholarship must be accepted 
or enrolled in an accredited undergraduate degree program in 
Georgia. They must also complete an application and write an 
autobiographical sketch with a preview of their future plans.

The scholarship is partially funded through a silent auction 
held each year at Georgia EMC’s Annual Meeting. The 41 electric 
co-ops throughout Georgia donate unique items representative 
of every region of the state. 

Twelve scholarships were awarded statewide in 2021. To 

apply for the Walter Harrison Scholarship during the 2021-22 
school year, students should contact Jefferson Energy at  
877-533-3377, ext. 5055, email us at ssaunders@jec.coop or visit 
www.jec.coop. Completed applications are due by Jan. 31, 2022.

Created in 1985 by the Board of Directors of Georgia  
EMC, the scholarship pays tribute to the late Walter Harrison,  
a pioneer in the rural electric movement, and a leader (10063225-
001) at local, state and national levels in the  
electric cooperative program.
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Cooperative Solar 
Blocks Available 

efferson Energy is pleased to announce 

that we now have additional blocks avail-

able for our Cooperative Solar program. With 

Cooperative Solar, you can receive all the 

benefits of solar energy without the hassle 

of traditional rooftop or on-site solar panels. 

Plus, there’s no long-term contract. 

Give us a call today at 877-JEFFERSON 

(877-533-3377) to find out how you can  

participate in Cooperative Solar.  
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Shoo Away Vampire Energy 
ittle ghosts, goblins and princesses are a welcome sight on 
Halloween night. But beware of the vampire lurking inside 

your home.
 You could be paying for vampire energy—electric-

ity that leaks from your appliances, computers 
and entertainment systems—if you leave them 
plugged in, even when they’re turned off.

Any cord that is plugged into an electri-
cal outlet draws electricity. So if you leave 
your mobile phone charger plugged in after 
you’ve removed the phone or you leave your 
computer and scanner plugged in after you 
shut down for the evening, you could be wast-
ing, and paying for, unused energy.

Most people leave electronics plugged in all 
the time because it’s convenient to be able to turn 
them on without having to plug them in again and again, day 
after day. The worst offenders are “remote-ready” appliances  
like computers, cable boxes, stereos, TVs, microwave ovens, 
garage door openers and video game consoles.

If they’re plugged in, they remain in a “ready” state, so they 
don’t have to wake up or warm up when you turn them on.

That can cost you between $165 and $440 each year in 
wasted electricity, depending on how many devices you have.

Our tip: Invest in a high-quality power strip—
one that will sacrifice itself during a power surge 

rather than letting the surge ruin the appliance. Plug 
multiple items into the power strip and unplug the strip before 
bedtime. That’s easier than unplugging and re-plugging lots of 
appliances.

Our caution: Don’t overload your home’s electrical circuits 
by plugging too many appliances into a single power strip. And  
if you live in an older home, consult an electrician to learn  
how much electrical load your single outlets can handle 
(10067502-001).
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Residential Electric Rates
May to OctoberNovember to April

Customer Charge: $30 per month $30 per month 
Energy Charge:

First 750 kwh 9.97¢ per kwh 9.97¢ per kwh 
More than 750 kwh 8.49¢ per kwh 9.97¢ per kwh

efferson Energy’s winter rates will soon go into effect. Winter 
rates are charged from November through April, and  

summer rates from May through October.
Winter rates are lower than summer rates because peak  

demand for electricity on hot summer days makes the cost of 
providing power greater in the summer months. Here is a  
summary of our residential electric rates:

Note: The rate remains constant in the sum-
mer months but drops for use of more than 750 
kwh in the winter months. Minimum bills will 
be billed at $30 per month, plus tax.

Winter Rates in Effect
November to April
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A Member-Owned Georgia cooperative since 1937

OFFICE HOURS
All offices: 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Monday through Friday

CHRIS DILLARD
President/CEO

TAMIKA LAMPKIN
Director of Cooperative Communications

For your convenience, bills can be paid anytime 
at the corporate headquarters, or in the  

Richmond, Louisville or Thomson offices.

TOLL-FREE SERVICE NUMBER
1-877-533-3377

24-hour Dispatching Daily
Published monthly and mailed to all members  

of Jefferson Energy Cooperative.

WITH YOUR CORRECT PHONE NUMBER,  

WE CAN GET THE LIGHTS ON FASTER

During large outages, Jefferson Energy Coop erative receives 
thousands of calls at once. Having your correct phone number helps 
our Outage Call Answering System retrieve your information faster. 

Please check the phone number and service address listed on your 
electric bill. If they are incorrect, please call 877-JEFFERSON (877-
533-3377) with the correct information so we can better serve you.

Jefferson Energy Cooperative
P.O. Box 457

3077 Highway 17 N
Wrens, GA 30833-0457

www.jec.coop

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
OPHELIA MCCAIN

Chairperson
Richmond County Region

Jefferson Energy Cooperative is an equal  
opportunity provider and employer.

KEEP INFORMED AND WIN $25
It pays to keep informed about JEC’s business. Read and find 

your account number in “CONNECT.” Call our member services 
department to claim your award—a $25 credit on your bill.

MARK DAVIS
Vice Chairman
South Region

 
LARRY HADDEN

North Region
 

DEREK PARTRIDGE
Richmond County Region

 
EUGENE TANZYMORE

Richmond County Region
 

JAMES L. GAY
Secretary/Treasurer

South Region
 

JOE SHURLEY
North Region

 
TIM GARRETT
South Region 

THOMAS PHELPS
North Region
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A consumer-owned Georgia cooperative since 1937

OFFICE HOURS
All offi ces: 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Monday through Friday

CHRIS DILLARD
President/CEO

STEVE CHALKER, CCC
Director of Public Relations/Editor

For your convenience, bills can be paid anytime
at the Corporate Headquarters, Richmond, 

Louisville or Thomson offices. 

TOLL-FREE SERVICE NUMBER
1-877-533-3377

24-hour Dispatching Daily
Published monthly and mailed to all members 

of Jefferson Energy Cooperative.

WITH YOUR CORRECT PHONE NUMBER, 

WE CAN GET THE LIGHTS ON FASTER

During large outages, Jefferson Energy Coop erative receives 
thousands of calls at once. Having your correct phone number helps 
our Outage Call Answering System retrieve your information faster. 

Please check the phone number and service address listed on your 
electric bill. If they are incorrect, please call 877-JEFFERSON (877-
533-3377) with the correct information so we can better serve you.

MARK DAVIS
Vice Chairman
South Region

WILLIAM HOWARD
North Region

OPHELIA MCCAIN
Richmond County Region

EUGENE TANZYMORE
Richmond County Region

JAMES L. GAY
Secretary/Treasurer

South Region

LARRY HADDEN
North Region
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TIM GARRETT
South Region

Jefferson Energy Cooperative
P.O. Box 457

3077 Hwy. 17 North
Wrens, Georgia 30833-0457
http://www.jec.coop

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
JOE SHURLEY

Chairman
North Region

Jefferson Energy Cooperative is an equal 
opportunity provider and employer.

KEEP INFORMED AND WIN $25
It pays to keep informed about JEC’s business. Read and fi nd 

your account number in “CONNECT.” Call our Member Services
Department to claim your award—a $25 credit on your bill.
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Let Us Help Protect 
Your Family

Jeff erson Energy Cooperative

Text Power
ign up for JEC’s Text Power service 

and enjoy the convenience of texting 

outages, receiving important information 

about what’s going on at JEC and more. For outage reporting and updates, 

text JECOUTAGE to 877-JEFFERSON (877-533-3377). For other general 

updates, text JECCONNECT to 877-JEFFERSON. Or simply provide your 

cellphone number to a Member Services Representative and let them know 

you’d like to join the program. Call 877-JEFFERSON for details.
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While You Were Away …
oday’s families are busier than ever. Th ere are soccer practices, gym-
nastics, dance recitals, birthday parties, important meetings and much, 

much more. Th is means more time away from home. 
While you are away, you deserve the peace of mind that (10044647-001) 

comes with having a Jeff erson Energy Security system installed to protect 
your home from break-ins and theft. From basic protection to fully auto-
mated access controls, Jeff erson Energy can meet your needs. So give us a 
call today and secure your home and peace of mind. You deserve it.
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Jeff erson Energy Cooperative is the 
one you have always plugged into for 
reliable, economical energy service. 
Well, now you can plug your home 
into one of our innovative and aff ord-
able security systems.

Because we already provide your 
electricity, adding a security system is 
a snap! With our low prices and 
unmatched service, you can’t aff ord 
not to protect your family and the 
ones you love. 

Call 1-877-JEFFERSON today and 
fi nd out more about Jeff erson Energy 
Cooperative’s home security systems. 
Don’t wait until it’s too late.
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Have a Safe and Happy 
Halloween!


