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ore than 700 Jefferson Energy 
Cooperative members 

registered for the 84th Annual Meeting 
of Members. Members were given 
the opportunity to register early and 
participate in the voting process 
through mail-in ballots. Members also 
attended our in-person meeting on July 
20 at Jefferson County High School, and 
could register and vote on site.  

During the business session, 
JEC Chairwoman Ophelia J. McCain 
recognized the late Bill Howard, who 
served on the Board of Directors for 
24 years and represented the North 
Region. Chairwoman McCain noted 
that Mr. Howard made a positive 
contribution to the Board and 
represented the North Region with 
integrity.

Director elections were also held. 
Incumbent directors Mark Davis, 
South Region, and Derek Partridge, 
Richmond County Region, were 
reelected to new, three-year terms on 

M

the board. Due to the passing of Mr. 
Howard, there was a contested election 
for the North Region. Thomas (Tommy) 
M. Phelps was elected by members to 
represent the North Region. 

JEC President and CEO Chris 
Dillard reported on the financials of 
the co-op, provided information on 
system reliability, and talked about 
JEC’s commitment to providing safe, 

Jefferson Energy Hosts 84th Annual Meeting 

Thomas M. Phelps was elected the  
new Director for the North Region.

reliable, and affordable electricity in 
the future. Vice President of Energy 
Services William Irwin provided a look 
back at Jefferson Energy’s community 
involvement, charitable causes and 
donations made throughout 2020. 

Mr. Dillard also recognized several 
employees who will be retiring within 
the next year:
 •  Jan Clarke, Work Order Specialist, 

36 years
 •  Charles Mathis, Manager of 

Operational Services, 30 years
 •  William Irwin, Vice President of 

Energy Services, 21 years
 •  Cathy Birchfield, Accounts Payable 

Specialist, 35 years
 •  Leigh Johnson, Executive Assistant, 

25 years
The meeting wrapped up with 

drawings for numerous door prizes, 
including the grand prize, which was 
a 55-inch flat-screen TV that was won 
by Sadie Strother, a Warren County 
resident.    
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griculture is the backbone of our 
country, and our livelihood greatly 

depends on the crops provided by 
American farmers. In addition to being 
one of the most labor-intensive profes-
sions, farming is also considered one 
of the most dangerous jobs in the U.S. 

The hard work and exhaustive labor 
are tough but rushing the (10001508-
001) job to save time can be extremely 
dangerous—even deadly—when farm-
ing near electrical equipment. 

Every year, we see collisions in 
which tractors and other farming 
equipment accidentally collide with 
utility poles and power lines, causing 
injuries and power outages. These 
dangerous accidents can be avoided 
by looking up and checking your sur-
roundings when operating large farm 
machinery. If you’re preparing for har-
vest season, please keep the following 
safety tips in mind:
 •  Maintain a 10-foot clearance 

around all utility equipment and 
in all directions. 

 •  Use a spotter and deployed flags 
to maintain safe distances from 

Tips for a Safe Harvest
A

power lines and other electrical 
equipment when working in the field.

 •  If your equipment makes contact 
with an energized or downed power 
line, call 911 immediately and remain 
inside the vehicle until the power  
line is de-energized. In case of smoke 
or fire, exit the cab by making a  
solid jump out of the cab (without 

touching it), and hop away to 
safety.

 •  Consider equipment and cargo 
extensions of your vehicle 
(10053643-001). 
Sept. 19-25 is National Farm 

Health and Safety Week, but we hope 
practicing safety on the farm year-
round yields positive results.  

n compliance with O.C.G.A. § 44-12-
236 of the Disposition of Unclaimed 

Property Act, Jefferson Energy Coop-
erative is attempting to locate mem-
bers whose capital credit checks were 
issued in 2015, but have been returned 
by the United States Post Office as 
“undeliverable” or have otherwise 
been unclaimed. These returned cap-
ital credits are for patronage allocated 
during the years 1987 to 1989.

 A current list of these members 
and their last known addresses is 

I posted on the JEC website  
(www.jec.coop) and main-
tained at our corporate 
office located at 3077 High-
way 17 N, Wrens, GA 30833, 
for review Monday through 
Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. If 
you believe you may be enti-
tled to receive a patronage 
capital allocation that was 
paid by Jefferson Energy Cooperative 
in 2015, contact Member Services at 
1-877-JEFFERSON (877-533-3377).

To claim these funds, you 
must show adequate proof of 

identity, as well as provide infor-
mation relating to your mem-
bership account with Jefferson 

Energy Cooperative.
The last possible date to 

claim these funds is Sept. 30, 
2021. If capital credit refunds 

are not claimed by this date, they 
will be used for economic development, 
education or donated for charitable uses, 
as permitted by O.C.G.A. § 44-12-236.

UNCLAIMED CAPITAL CREDITSCapital Credit Refunds
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n accordance with federal civil rights law and 
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil 

rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its 
agencies, offices and employees and institutions 
participating in or administering USDA programs 
are prohibited from discriminating based on 
race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender 
identity (including gender expression), sexual 
orientation, disability, age, marital status, fami-
ly/parental status, income derived from a public 
assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal 
or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in 
any program or activity conducted or funded 
by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). 
Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by 
program or incident. 

Persons with disabilities who require 
alternative means of communication for 
program information (e.g., Braille, large print, 
audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) 
should contact the responsible agency or USDA’s 
TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and 
TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal 
Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, 
program information may be made available  

I
Statement of Nondiscrimination

in languages other than English. 
To file a program discrimination 

complaint, complete the USDA Program 
Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, 
found online at www.ascr.usda.gov/
complaint_filing_cust.html and at any USDA 
office or write a letter addressed to USDA and 
provide in the letter all of the information 
requested in the form. To request a copy of 
the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. 
Submit your completed form or letter to 
USDA by: 

(1) Mail:   U.S. Department of Agriculture 
        Office of the Assistant Secretary for  

Civil Rights  
1400 Independence Ave. SW  
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410,

(2) Fax: (202) 690-7442  or 

(3) Email: program.intake@usda.gov. 

Jefferson Energy Cooperative is an equal  
opportunity provider and employer.

Energy used for cooling and 
heating your home makes 
up the largest portion of 
your monthly energy bills. 
By combining regular 
equipment maintenance 
and upgrades with 
recommended insulation, 
air sealing and thermostat 
settings, you can save 
about 30% on your energy 
bills while helping our 
environment. 

       — Source:  
energy.gov

Energy Efficiency  
Tip of the Month
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OFFICE HOURS
All offices: 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Monday through Friday

CHRIS DILLARD
President/CEO

TAMIKA LAMPKIN
Director of Cooperative Communications

For your convenience, bills can be paid anytime 
at the Corporate Headquarters, Richmond,  

Louisville or Thomson offices. 

TOLL-FREE SERVICE NUMBER
1-877-533-3377

24-hour Dispatching Daily
Published monthly and mailed to all members  

of Jefferson Energy Cooperative.

WITH YOUR CORRECT PHONE NUMBER,  

WE CAN GET THE LIGHTS ON FASTER
During large outages, Jefferson Energy Coop erative receives 

thousands of calls at once. Having your correct phone number helps 
our Outage Call Answering System retrieve your information faster. 

Please check the phone number and service address listed on your 
electric bill. If they are incorrect, please call 877-JEFFERSON (877-
533-3377) with the correct information so we can better serve you.

Jefferson Energy Cooperative
P.O. Box 457

3077 Highway 17 North
Wrens, GA 30833-0457

www.jec.coop

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
OPHELIA MCCAIN

Chairperson
Richmond County Region

Jefferson Energy Cooperative is an equal  
opportunity provider and employer.

KEEP INFORMED AND WIN $25
It pays to keep informed about JEC’s business. Read and find 

your account number in “CONNECT.” Call our Member Services 
Department to claim your award—a $25 credit on your bill.

MARK DAVIS
Vice Chairman
South Region

 
DEREK PARTRIDGE

Richmond County Region
 

EUGENE TANZYMORE
Richmond County Region

 
TIM GARRETT
South Region

JAMES L. GAY
Secretary/Treasurer

South Region
 

LARRY HADDEN
North Region

 
THOMAS M. PHELPS

North Region
 

JOE SHURLEY
North Region

Text Power Makes It Easy
ign up for JEC’s Text Power service 
and enjoy the convenience of texting 

outages, receiving important information 
about what’s going on at JEC and more. 
For outage reporting and updates, text 
JECOUTAGE to 877-JEFFERSON  
(877-533-3377).

For other general updates, text JEC-
CONNECT to 877-JEFFERSON. Or sim-
ply provide your cellphone number to a 
Member Services Representative and let 
them know you’d like to join the program. 
Call 706-547-2167 for details.

S

Thank a Lineman!
n 2017, Jefferson 
Energy and Geor-

gia EMCs partnered 
with Electric Cities of 
Georgia and Georgia 
Power Co. to create 
the Thank a Lineman 
license plate to honor 
electric utitility 
linemen across the state. Proceeds from the sale of each plate have been 
donated to the Burn Foundation of America (formerly the Southeastern 
Firefighters Burn Foundation) in Augusta, which helps families of burn 
patients being treated at the facility. 

These prestige plates are a great way to support a worthwhile cause 
while showing your appreciation to those who keep the lights on. For 
more information about purchasing a plate, visit www.burnfoundation.
net/thank-a-lineman-license-plate.

I

All Jefferson Energy offices will be closed 
Monday, Sept. 6, for Labor Day. Have a 

safe and happy holiday!

Labor Day Closing


