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here’s an old quote that says, “Those who do not remem-
ber the past are condemned to repeat it.” Yet sometimes, 

remembering our history with the goal of repeating it can 
actually be a good thing. As the nation’s 30,000 cooperatives 
celebrate National Co-op Month this October, it is a great 
time to take a look back—and a look forward.

Take the history of Jefferson 
Energy. It was founded when neighbors 
worked together to bring electricity to 
our rural communities. Big investor-
owned power companies thought they 
couldn’t generate enough profit, so they 
bypassed rural areas.

Back then, neighbors held frequent 
meetings (9999772-
001) to discuss the 
formation of the coop-
erative. Once it was 
established, annual 
meetings became the 
“must attend” event  
of the year. The 
co-op—on behalf of 
the members—com-
mitted to provide 
the community with 
electricity.

Fast forward to 
today—and tomorrow. 
Jefferson Energy serves 
more than 33,000 
members in parts of 
11 counties. We have returned capital credits to our mem-
bers, donated to the schools we serve through our Coopera-
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Co-Ops Play a Vital Role, Past, Present and Future

tive Outreach for Education (C.O.R.E.) 
program, provided scholarships to local 
students, sent young people to Washing-
ton, D.C., on the prestigious Washington 
Youth Tour and continually strived to 
have a positive effect on our communi-

ties in many other 
ways.

We under-
stand the spirit that helped create this 
co-op must be continually nurtured. 
While times and technology continue to 
change, our commitment to you will not.

Although we started out to provide 
electricity, our impact 
(with your support) has 
grown. As we con-
tinue to look toward 
the future, you can be 
confident that Jefferson 
Energy Cooperative 
will commit to explore 
new ways to help our 
members and our com-
munity.

Over the years, as 
we’ve listened to you 
and your fellow co-op 
members, we know 
that we have to keep 
pace as technology 
and consumer needs 

evolve. As always, we welcome your participation as we plan 
for the future.

 

#PowerOn

Then. Now. Always. 
We’re proud to power your life. 
October is National Co-op Month. 

Jefferson Energy 
serves more than 

33,000 members in 
parts of 11 counties.
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Students Can Earn $1,000 Scholarship

October is National Energy Action Month

he cost of attending a public college is continually increas-
ing. Private colleges take an even more significant chunk 

out of a student’s (or a family’s) budget.
Keeping in mind those sobering statistics, and to provide a 

measure of relief for those seeking a college education, Jefferson 
Energy Cooperative encourages students to submit applications 
for the Walter Harrison Scholarship, a program sponsored by 
Georgia’s 41 electric cooperatives.

The $1,000 scholarship can be applied to academic ex-
penses at any accredited two- or four-year university, college or 
vocational-technical institute in Georgia. Factors used for con-
sideration include grade-point average, SAT scores, academic 
standing, scholastic honors and financial need.

 A scholarship committee, composed of EMC directors and 
managers, selects students who excel in these areas and who 
struggle with college expenses.

Students who apply for the scholarship must be accepted 
or enrolled in an accredited undergraduate degree program in 
Georgia. They also must complete an application and write an 
autobiographical sketch with a preview of their future plans.

The scholarship is partially funded through a silent auction 
held each year at Georgia EMC’s Annual Meeting. The 41 electric 
co-ops throughout Georgia donate unique items representative 
of every region of the state. 

hen everyone is spending more time 
at home this fall, the lights, computers 

and TV are on almost all the time.
That’s perfectly fine if family members 

are in the rooms where those devices are 
switched on. But it’s a waste of (2982-004) 
energy if lights and electronics are on when 
nobody’s around.

The best way to teach your children to 
avoid wasting electricity is to point out how 
your family could do better and engage 
them in the cure. Some examples:
• Buy LED lightbulbs for your lamps and 

overhead fixtures, and challenge your 
children to replace all of the less-efficient 
bulbs with these. Residential LEDs use 

Twelve scholarships were awarded statewide in 2020. To 
apply for the Walter Harrison Scholarship during the 2021-2022 
school year, students should contact Jefferson Energy Coopera-
tive at (706) 547-2167 or visit www.jec.coop. Completed applica-
tions are due by Jan. 29, 2021.

Created in 1985 by the Board of Directors of Georgia EMC, 
the scholarship pays tribute to the late Walter Harrison, a pioneer 
in the rural electric movement and a leader (10051089-002) at 
local, state and national levels in the electric cooperative  
program.
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W 75% less energy and last 25 times longer 
than incandescent bulbs.

• Get an inexpensive caulk gun and some 
caulk from the hardware store and show 
your little ones how to caulk around win-
dows, doors and openings around cable 
and phone lines. They’ll feel grown up 
when they use the equipment.

• If you don’t have a programmable thermo-
stat, assign one of your kids—one who can 
reach the thermostat—the job of turning 
it up at bedtime by about 7 degrees if the 
air conditioning is still out or down about 
7 degrees if the heat is on. Do it every 
evening and you could save up to 10% on 
heating costs.



Get Smart About Power Cords
ere are five tips about power cords that will keep your family 
safe and your appliances running better.

1. Never bend a power cord. If you are rolling it up to store it, don’t 
crimp the cord. Cords and cables have wires inside. Bending 
them can break the cord, which will ruin it.

2. Avoid covering a cord with a rug. If you need to plug a long cord 
or an extension cord into a lamp or other device, your device is 
too far from the plug. Move it closer. If you have to hide a long-
distance cord under a rug, it could overheat, or someone could 
trip over it. 

3. Cords and appliances are supposed to “match” when it comes  
to amperage and wattage rating. If you plug a high-wattage  
appliance into a low-wattage cord, you will overburden the cord.  
That can cause the cord to overheat and the appliance to  
malfunction.

4. Don’t force a cord’s plug into an outlet if it doesn’t fit. If the out-
let is too big and the plug does not fit snugly, the outlet probably 
will overheat and damage the cord and the plug. If the plug is too 
big, use an adapter or find a different outlet. Never cut the third 
prong off of a three-prong plug to fit it into a two-prong outlet.

5. Inspect power cords often. Even a tiny nick in the cord can cause 
a shock or even a deadly electrocution. Do not use cords—or  
appliances with permanent cords—if the cord is damaged in  
any way.
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Residential Electric Rates
May–OctoberNovember–April

Customer Charge $30 per month $30 per month 
Energy Charge:

First 750 kWh 9.97¢ per kWh 9.97¢ per kWh 
More than 750 kWh 8.49¢ per kWh 9.97¢ per kWh

efferson Energy’s winter rates will soon go into effect. Winter 
rates are charged from Nov. 1 through April 30 and summer 

rates from May 1 through Oct. 31.
Winter rates are lower than summer rates because peak de-

mand for electricity on hot summer days makes the cost of pro-
viding power greater in the summer months. Here is a summary 
of our Residential Electric Rates:

Note that the rate remains constant in the 
summer months, but drops for use of more 
than 750 kWh in the winter months.

Note: Minimum bills will be billed at  
$30 per month, plus tax.

Winter Rates Are in Effect
November – April
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OFFICE HOURS
All offices: 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
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For your convenience, bills can be paid anytime 
at the Corporate Headquarters, Richmond,  

Louisville or Thomson offices. 

TOLL-FREE SERVICE NUMBER
1-877-533-3377

24-hour Dispatching Daily
Published monthly and mailed to all members  

of Jefferson Energy Cooperative.

WITH YOUR CORRECT PHONE NUMBER,  

WE CAN GET THE LIGHTS ON FASTER

During large outages, Jefferson Energy Coop erative receives 
thousands of calls at once. Having your correct phone number helps 
our Outage Call Answering System retrieve your information faster. 

Please check the phone number and service address listed on your 
electric bill. If they are incorrect, please call 877-JEFFERSON (877-
533-3377) with the correct information so we can better serve you.

Jefferson Energy Cooperative
P.O. Box 457

3077 Hwy. 17 North
Wrens, Georgia 30833-0457
http://www.jec.coop

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
OPHELIA MCCAIN

Chairperson
Richmond County Region

Jefferson Energy Cooperative is an equal  
opportunity provider and employer.

KEEP INFORMED AND WIN $25
It pays to keep informed about JEC’s business. Read and find 

your account number in “CONNECT.” Call our Member Services 
Department to claim your award—a $25 credit on your bill.
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The average household owns 24 electronic 
products, which account for roughly 12% of home 
energy use. When shopping for electronics, consider 
purchasing ENERGY STAR®-certified products, which 
can be 70% more efficient than conventional models. 

—Source: www.energystar.gov

Energy Efficiency Tip of the Month

he U.S. Department of Energy is calling on trick- 
or-treaters and their families to take three easy steps 

to keep your energy bill from haunting you this  
Halloween:
1. If you’re decorating your house for Halloween or  

attending a Zoom costume party, choose an energy 
theme. You could dress up like a fluorescent  
lightbulb, for example, or carve windmill, elec-
tric plugs or sunshine patterns into your  
jack-o-lantern. For stencils and ideas, visit  
energy.gov/energyween.

2. Scare away the energy vampires haunting 
your house. Whenever you leave a device 
plugged in, it uses energy—even if it’s turned 
off. That includes phone chargers, computers 
and video game consoles. (10072650-001) Unplug 
the device when you’re not using it. If you have an extra TV in a room that 
you rarely use, leave it unplugged until the next time you want to watch it.

3. Use power strips. It’s even easier to unplug unused appliances if you plug 
nearby devices into the same power strip. Then you simply have to pull one 
plug out of the wall—and plug one back in next time.
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Make This Halloween an ‘Energyween’

Have a Safe and Happy 
Halloween!


