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What Is the Census and Why
Is It So Important to Take It?
Chris Dillard, President and CEO

T

he census is essentially a head count of every person
living in the United States. To make sure the government represents the people, the U.S Constitution
requires a population count every 10 years.
The information collected through the census
also determines what portion of $675 billion
in federal money is given to each state
and local community for vital resources
such as schools, roads, hospitals, fire
and police services, and more. Georgia usually receives more than $2,000
per person as a result of census data.
But if there is an undercount, we
would obviously get less (43222-001).
Without an accurate count, the programs and services we rely on may not
be available.
While the census uses our responses
for these important decisions, it is completely
safe and secure—strict federal law protects all census
responses. The Census Bureau has a robust cybersecurity
program that incorporates industry best practices and
federal security standards for encrypting data. They never
ask for Social Security numbers, bank or credit card
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account numbers, money or donations, or anything on
behalf of a political party.
Additionally, it is against the law for any U.S. Census
Bureau employee to share any personally identifiable
information with anyone, not even the IRS, FBI or
immigration officials. Doing so may result in up
to 5 years in prison and a $250,000 fine. Rest
assured, census responses are safe and
secure.
It is extremely important that you
fill out the census, not only because it
is required by law, but also because it
will affect the funding, representation
and well-being of the community we
live in for the next 10 years.
Beginning this month, invitations to
take the census will be sent out. So please
be on the lookout and complete it as soon
as you receive it. Those who don’t respond by
the end of March will be contacted in person by Census
Bureau employees.
Please take the 2020 census and make sure you and
your family get counted. Help your community gets the
funding and support it needs!
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Start Warm Weather
Savings on First Nice Day
T

he weather outside can be as frightful in March as it is in January,
but the early spring usually sneaks in a few warm weather days
here and there. Take advantage of them.
Early spring features plenty of days when you can turn off your
furnace and treat your home—and its occupants—to a taste of the
pleasant weather to come. Here’s how to take advantage of early
glimpses of spring—and save some household energy while you’re
at it:
• Open the windows. If it’s
warm enough to let some
fresh air in during this
in-between season of no
heaters and no air conditioners, do it. Leaving the
windows open will
stave off the need
for the A/C.
•	Let the sunshine in. Open the drapes on sunny days and
let nature keep your home warm. (30277-001) As it starts getting
hot, though, cover windows so incoming sun rays won’t compete
with the A/C.
•	Cook outdoors. Dust off the grill and start cookout season early.
• Switch the direction of the blades on your ceiling fan. For warm
weather, the blades should rotate counterclockwise.
•	Readjust your water heater’s temperature to 120 degrees if you
cranked it up a few degrees for the winter.
• Schedule your home’s A/C maintenance now, before you need
to turn on the air conditioning for the summer.

Jefferson Energy Foundation
Scholarship Applications
The Jefferson Energy Cooperative
Foundation is accepting scholarship
applications. Forms are available at
local (10064567-001) Jefferson
Energy offices, as well as the guidance offices at local high schools.
Applicants must live in a home
served by Jefferson Energy Cooperative. The deadline for submitting
applications is March 27, 2020.
Please contact Suzanne Saunders at
(706) 547-5055 for more information.

Learn More About
Your Cooperative
W

ant to learn more about your electric cooperative? Jefferson
Energy will be hosting an informational meeting, Getting to
Know Your Cooperative, on April 4, 2020, at the headquarters in
Wrens. All Jefferson Energy members are welcome.
Space is limited so please RSVP to ljohnson@jec.coop. Or call
Member Services at 1 (877) JEFFERSON for more information.
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The deadline for submitting
applications is March 27, 2020.
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Summary of the Bylaws of Jefferson Energy Cooperative
Pertaining to Membership, Annual Meetings, Board Representations
and Nominations/Election of the Directors

T

he cooperative Bylaws provide that any person is eligible to
receive electric service from, and thus become a member
of, JEFFERSON ENERGY COOPERATIVE.
Annual Meetings of the membership are held on the third
Tuesday in July of each year at a place within the area served
by the cooperative and selected by the Board of Directors.
Notice of the meeting must be given to each member, and the
notice must state the purpose of the meeting.
A Board of Directors manages the affairs of the cooperative. A director must be a member, must not be closely related
to another director and must not be an employee of, or do
business with, the cooperative (10032152-001). Board members are elected for three-year terms, which are staggered in
order that three terms expire each year. Section 4.05 of the
Bylaws states that one director shall be elected from each of
the three following regions:

NORTH REGION:
Warren, Glascock, McDuffie and Columbia counties

2020
Nominating Committee
In accordance with Article IV, Section
4.06, of the Jefferson Energy Bylaws, the
Board of Directors has appointed the following co-op members to serve on the
2020 Nominating Committee.

NORTH REGION
Joe Dean Usry
Benny Colclough
Terry Johnson

SOUTH REGION

J ohnson, Emanuel, Jefferson, Washington, Burke and 		
Jenkins counties

Mac Reeves
Dana Nasworthy
Wayne Yost

RICHMOND COUNTY REGION:

RICHMOND COUNTY REGION

Richmond County

Victoria Johnson
George Williams

SOUTH REGION:

A committee appointed each year by the board nominates candidates to run for director positions. Any fifty (50) or
more members may make additional nominations by acting
together over their signatures not less than seventy (70) days
prior to the Annual Meeting. Nominations are posted at the
cooperative’s offices and the notice to the membership must
contain information about expiring terms and the nominations which have been made to fill those vacancies.
The directors whose terms expire in 2020 are: Larry Hadden, North Region; Eugene Tanzymore, Richmond County
Region; and James L. Gay, South Region.

Jefferson Energy Cooperative Newsletter

The Nominating Committee will
meet on Thursday, April 2, 2020, at
10 a.m. at the cooperative’s headquarters
at 3077 Highway 17 North, Wrens, Georgia.
For more information about nominations
for director positions, please visit the Governance area of our website, www.jec.coop.

www.jec.coop
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Jefferson Energy Cooperative
P.O. Box 457
3077 Hwy. 17 North
Wrens, Georgia 30833-0457
http://www.jec.coop

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
JOE SHURLEY
Chairman
North Region
MARK DAVIS
JAMES L. GAY
Vice Chairman
Secretary/Treasurer
South Region
South Region
WILLIAM HOWARD
North Region

LARRY HADDEN
North Region

EUGENE TANZYMORE
Richmond County Region

OPHELIA McCAIN
Richmond County Region

TIM GARRETT
South Region
A consumer-owned Georgia cooperative since 1937

OFFICE HOURS
All offices: 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday
CHRIS DILLARD
President/CEO
STEVE CHALKER, CCC
Director of Public Relations/Editor
For your convenience, bills can be paid anytime
at the Corporate Headquarters, Richmond,
Louisville or Thomson offices.

TOLL-FREE SERVICE NUMBER
1-877-533-3377

24-hour Dispatching Daily

Published monthly and mailed to all members
of Jefferson Energy Cooperative.
KEEP INFORMED AND WIN $25
It pays to keep informed about JEC’s business. Read and find
your account number in “CONNECT.” Call our Member Services
Department to claim your award—a $25 credit on your bill.
WITH YOUR CORRECT PHONE NUMBER,
WE CAN GET THE LIGHTS ON FASTER
During large outages, Jefferson Energy Cooperative receives
thousands of calls at once. Having your correct phone number helps
our Outage Call Answering System retrieve your information faster.
Please check the phone number and service address listed on your
electric bill. If they are incorrect, please call 877-JEFFERSON (877533-3377) with the correct information so we can better serve you.
Jefferson Energy Cooperative is an equal
opportunity provider and employer.
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Improve your
peace of mind
when it comes
to protecting
your property
and the people
you care
about most.
Talk to the professionals at Jefferson Energy
about a security system for your home.
• State of the Art Security Technology
• 24/7 Monitoring Service
• Custom Designed Systems for Both
Your Security Needs and Your Pocketbook
• Custom Designed Video Surveillance Systems

Available At A Price That Won’t Alarm You!

NO LAND LINE?

Ask about our Telguard
Security System. No phone line required for monitoring.

Jefferson Energy
Cooperative
1-877-JEFFERSON • www.jec.coop
Jefferson Energy Cooperative Newsletter

