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‘Soda Pop Co-op’ Offers
Experience, Knowledge

T

he annual Washington Youth Tour (WYT) offers
Georgia delegates many opportunities. They spend
a week bonding with peers while learning about
leadership, meeting legislators and touring iconic locations
in the nation’s capital.
A smaller group of WYT delegates also carries home
firsthand knowledge about the inner workings of a cooperative through participation in a “soda pop co-op.” In the
process, they save their fellow delegates (and themselves)
some money and gain leadership experience.
The student-run soda pop co-op is organized much
the same as an electric co-op, with a manager and board,
including a chairman. The groups come up with a name for
their co-op, determine what kind of soft drinks and sports
drinks members would like to buy and collect $1 per person
as a membership fee. The board has the option to take out
an interest-free startup loan of up to $100 from Georgia
EMC for the manager to purchase the co-op’s drink supply
for the week.
Georgia has been offering the soda pop co-op to WYT
delegates since 2017, says Senior Tour Director Gale Cutler.
Several other states also utilize the soda pop co-op activity.
There is a separate co-op for each of the three tour
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Enjoying a cold
drink during
a break in the
2019 Washington Youth
Tour are, from
left, delegates
Sarah Edwards
(Habersham
EMC), Brooke
Bridges (Hart
EMC), Ericka
Lord (Irwin EMC)
and Sadie Wicks
(Flint Energies).
Bridges served
as manager
of Kaleb’s Pop
Shop, and Wicks
was a Peachy
Pop Co-op
board member.

buses the Georgia delegation uses in Washington, D.C.
Drinks are kept in the bus storage area and are available for
purchase at designated stops each day.
Brooke Bridges, a 2019 Hart EMC delegate, served as
manager of her co-op, Kaleb’s Pop Shop. “My duties were
to ensure continued availability of cold soft drinks to co-op
members, ensure that clear and current records are kept of
cooperative sales, maintain liaison with board members,
assist with planning and carrying out the annual meeting,
hire an assistant manager and additional staff, if needed, and
delegate and oversee responsibilities of any staff,” she says.
“After watching the co-op for a week, I saw how useful
EMCs truly are,” says Leilah Harshbarger, a 2019 Jefferson
Energy Cooperative delegate. (10067576-001) “EMCs provide
energy for rural areas, and our co-op provided low-price
drinks in a tourist location, where drinks are typically almost
double the regular price.”
On the last night, each co-op holds a group meeting. After
repaying their loan, the teens return any profits to members,
although often they vote to donate earnings to a site they
visited or tip their bus driver, as Kaleb’s Pop Shop did in 2019.
“He truly deserved it, as he drove us around all week and
helped us out as much as possible,” Bridges says.
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A Look Back at The
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From left, Jefferson Energy delegates
Bridgett Mack, Jamie Lester, Grace
Callaway and Leilah Harshbarger pause
for a photo (23537-002) in front of the
White House during the 2019 Washington
Youth Tour.

Washington Youth Tour
2020 Tentative Itinerary
‘My career plans have centered on history for
a while now. Being a part of the Washington
Youth Tour only strengthened my love of
history and the desire to learn more U.S.
history. What a great experience!’

• June 18: Kickoff banquet, Atlanta
• June 19: Team-building activities;
flight to Washington, D.C.
• June 20: Tour and lunch at Mount Vernon; photo op at White House; dinner
at Union Station; evening guided tour
of memorials, including World War II,
Martin Luther King Jr., Franklin Delano
Roosevelt and Thomas Jefferson

GRACE CALLAWAY
Jefferson Energy Cooperative

• June 21: Guided tour of Lincoln,
Korean War and Vietnam Veterans memorials; Arlington National
Cemetery guided tour; lunch at the
Kennedy Center; dinner performance
of “Spamalot” at Toby’s Dinner Theatre
in Columbia, Md.
• June 22: All States assembly; tour
Smithsonian Institution museums; U.S.
Archives; dinner in Old Town Alexandria, Va.; cruise on Potomac River
• June 23: Tour Supreme Court, 9/11
Pentagon Memorial; Sunset Parade at
U.S. Marine Corps War Memorial (Iwo
Jima statue)

• June 25: Return flight to Atlanta
Note: Itinerary is subject to change
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• June 24: Meet with Georgia’s congressional delegation; tour U.S. Capitol and
visit House and Senate galleries; All
States farewell event
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‘Walking into the House
of Representatives
Gallery was a sight
I’ll never forget. I just
couldn’t believe I was in
a room where history is
made! The Washington
Youth Tour is the
absolute greatest!’
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e 2019 Washington Youth Tour

‘The Washington Youth Tour
is more than just a trip. It’s
definitely a life-changing
experience. Wish I could go
again next year!’
JAMIE LESTER
Jefferson Energy Cooperative

KAREN EWING

‘I learned so much on the Washington Youth Tour. I got to see
politics in action and it really
sparked my interest!’
BRIDGETT MACK
Jefferson Energy Cooperative

Jefferson Energy Cooperative Newsletter

www.jec.coop

22C

CONNECT
Jefferson Energy
Cooperative

Washington Youth Tour Coming Soon!
R
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epresentatives from Jefferson
Energy will be visiting local schools
in January and February to promote
the opportunity for students to earn
an all-expenses-paid spot on the 2020
Washington Youth Tour (WYT).
This inspiring, weeklong leadership (9990793-001) trip enables participants to experience U.S government
and U.S. history firsthand while having
fun, making new friends and developing leadership skills.
If chosen, the students will
become one of four delegates sponsored by Jefferson Energy and join
more than 100 teens from other EMCs
across Georgia to represent the state
during the 2020 WYT, to be held
June 18-25.
The fast-paced, high-energy program is designed to give students a taste of democracy in
action, expose them to the nation’s rich history through
visits to national monuments and museums and
encourage them to become politically aware citizens.
“The Youth Tour taught me that the most unexpected people can become some of your best friends,
and you will create a bond that will link you all
together forever,” says a former student delegate.
“During the week, strangers turn into family.”
That sentiment, expressed by many former
delegates, underscores the significance of the
program—making connections with other
high-achieving peers during an unforgettable weeklong journey in the nation’s
capital (82150-001) that includes
face-to-face meetings with state and
national leaders, leadership training
and discussions on important issues
with students from other states.
“The Washington Youth Tour
has taught me that no matter
who you are or where you come
from, you have an opportunity
to rise up and make the world
a better place,” says another
recent delegate.
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The tour begins in Georgia,
where students get to know one
another before flying to Washington, D.C., and connecting with
more than 1,800 students from
across the country. Plans are in
the works to cruise down the
Potomac River, lay a wreath at the
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier
in Arlington National Cemetery,
meet with Georgia’s U.S. senators
and representatives, take photos outside the White House
and tour the U.S. Supreme Court, the U.S. Capitol, Mount
Vernon and the Washington National Cathedral.
Students will visit memorials honoring Presidents
Franklin Roosevelt, Thomas Jefferson, Abraham Lincoln and
George Washington. They will also visit the Martin Luther
King Jr., World War II, Korean War and Vietnam War veterans memorials. Plus, they will have the opportunity to see
the U.S. Marine Drum and Bugle Corps and the Silent Drill
Platoon perform at the Marine Memorial (Iwo Jima statue)
as well as spend time at the Smithsonian and Holocaust
Memorial museums.
For more information about the Washington Youth
Tour, contact Jefferson Energy’s Steve Chalker at
schalker@jec.coop.
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